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attendance, because it was necessary that the intelligence
of the factory hands should be tolerably enlightened in order
that their labour might produce the greatest material
results ; factory-laws, on the contrary, he condemned as an
encroachment on the liberty of the individual.

" Such a gospel of mammon-worship threatened to
mutilate the human race; it threatened to extinguish all
the heroism, all the beauty and sublimity, all the idealism
of the human soul; yet this doctrine of voluntarism, of an
unrestricted social competition replacing any kind of State
compulsion, was characterised by a certain daring self-
assurance which was bound to attract men of energy and
enterprise. Yet that great intellectual development which
marked the age of the Revolution had wholly vanished in
this struggle for the freedom of the individual against the
control of the State. Even Cobden felt an almost senti-
mental enthusiasm for the sober idea of improvement, of
material progress ; he looked upon himself as the chosen
apostle of the well-being of the nations at large. To be sure
his cosmopolitan doctrine, originated by a self-complacent
and insular nation, which looked with contempt upon all
foreigners, could not be altogether free from certain crafty
and unexpressed commercial motives. He himself showed
more appreciation than most of his countrymen for foreign
peoples; he admired the Prussians; even the unity of
Germany and of Italy did not appal him. Nevertheless, at
the very beginning of his public activity, he said openly :
' Our only goal is the lawful interests of England, without
regard to the ambitions of other nations/ His doctrine of
a universal free exchange of commodities was based on the
tacit assumption that England was to control the wholesale
industries of the whole world, and that only the primary
industries, and a few others which would be difficult to
transplant, should be left to the other nations. Just as
Canning and Palmerston had relied on the phrase ' con-
stitutional/ so now Cobden relied on the phrase ' free
trade ' as a profitable article of export, which should make